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word may be put to the torture, so may every
other in the narrative.

Dr. Dawson says: "The perfectly indefinite
phrase, ' in the beginning/ places no limit in back-
ward extension of time to the commencement of
God's creative week. But the six days seem to
limit the period occupied in the arrangements of
the earth and the solar system." This is clearly
an assumption. There is not a single " perfectly
indefinite phrase" in the Word of God. Riven
out of their natural connections, many may be so
called, but they will be miscalled, because un-
fairly dealt with, as in this instance. Who does
not see that it would not exhaust the ingenuity
of the materialist to show that this declaration
went far to prove the eternity of matter ?

He moreover stoutly contends for the meaning
of <zon, or an age of indefinite duration, which
the science of geology requires us to attach to the
word day in Gen. I; but he seems to have for-
gotten that the decision of this question belongs
to the science of philology exclusively, and that
geology has no more to do with it than the sci-
ence of navigation. He therefore goes on to
enumerate all the arguments that have been in-
vented to sustain his view in the interest of theo-
retical geology, as follows:

" i. The Hebrew word for day does not necessarily mean a
natural day. In Gen. i : 5 it is used in two senses : the earlier
creative days preceded the institution of the natural day; and
in Gen. 2 : 4, the whole creative week is called one day."

But this cannot be so, for the following rea-
sons : (i) It is a pure assumption. If the only